
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September  2021 

TRINITY CALLING 
Trinity United Church of Christ 

131 East Perry Street 
Tiffin, Ohio 44883-2312 

Phone No: 419-447-3191  
Web Address: www.trinityucctiffin.com 

E-Mail Address: officeadmin@trinityucctiffin.com   

FROM DAVE’S DESK: “Going to Church?” 
    Imagine someone saying, “I want to belong to 
the Boy Scouts, but I don’t want to attend the 
meetings;” or “I want to be a Mason or in the Lions 
or Rotary Club, but don’t ask me to become 
involved in anything the group will do, and of 
course I’ll be absent whenever this group meets.”  
Ridiculous!  But unfortunately, too often this is the 
case when it comes to church members and 
worship. 
    Perhaps we need to sharpen our definition of 
worship; or better, first, what worship is not.  It’s 
not a show performed by choir, organist, or minister in which the offering 
represents the price of admission.  It’s not a ritual act guaranteed to bring 
good luck or to secure a bribe of some deity.  (“Lord, I’ve been a good person.  
See, I’ve come to church.  Now, You be good to me, OK?”)  Worship is more 
than a voluntary gathering of a club called the church, and it is not a social 
event for the purpose of displaying a new wardrobe. 
   So what IS worship?  Perhaps the following definitions will be helpful: 
 “Worship is the work of the church.”  
 “Worship is the celebration of the presence of God.”   
  “Worship is the experience of encountering God on God’s terms.”        
 “Worship is our response to God’s love and gifts.”  (My favorite!) 

      (A. Marheine, YOU BELONG) 
    This month we’re back in fall mode: students and teachers are back in 
school, summer vacations are now pleasant memories, and the calendar is 
filling up with activities involving our children and grandchildren.  It’s the same 
with the church.  Choir and handbells were set to resume (as of this writing 
choir will not due to the masking recommendation, but the bells could still 
gather) we’re exploring the possibility of having a children’s Sunday School 
class to kick off a new year, there may be a new Tuesday morning Bible Study 
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opportunity, and we return to our regular schedule (September 19) on 
Sundays. 
    Pastors always hope this time of year will bring a sense of re-commitment 
on the part of members to attend and participate in the life of the church.  But 
if we’re honest, we’ll recognize that every season has its enticements and 
temptations that would keep us from our regular Sunday morning 
“appointment.”  I know, choices can be difficult.  But excuses are much more 
difficult to justify.  After all, what excuse is good enough for God?  “Sunday is 
my only day to sleep in.”  “Sunday morning is my only time to golf/fish/eat out.”  
“I’ve got work to do around the house and yard.”  “It's OK if I miss just once 
more – I’ll go next week.” “I’ve got company coming for dinner.”  “I'm too 
busy.” 
    When a less-than-active church member encounters me, I’ve often heard, “I 
know we need to get to church more.  We mean to, but....” or “We’re going to 
start coming regularly real soon.  We need to get back in the habit.”  Friends, 
do it now!  Don’t miss any more of the Spirit, any more of the singing, 
preaching, joy, enthusiasm and community-mindedness that fill our Sunday 
mornings at Trinity.  If you haven’t been here for a while, you won’t be singled 
out, ridiculed or teased.  You’ll be welcomed back with open arms!   
    I know there is a renewed urgency to again wear masks in public, whether 
vaccinated or not.  And while Trinity doesn’t require it, we do strongly 
recommend it.  Doing so isn’t just self-protection; if you’re vaccinated it’s even 
more so about others and our concern for them, for we could be a carrier and 
spreader of the virus without knowing it.  And because we have so many 
among us who are aged and vulnerable, our resolve as loving Christians 
should be evidenced in our willingness to practice this kind of care.  But again, 
even though I’m emphasizing it, you will not be judged either way. 
    So unless things change drastically, we’ll be open for in-person worship.  If 
you’re comfortable health-wise doing so, I urge you to make worship your top 
Sunday morning priority this fall.  September is a fine month to renew your 
commitment to Trinity.  Decide to be not just a member, but an ACTIVE 
member!   
    Here’s a fitting story to close: James Garfield, 20th President of the United 
States, provides a good example of what it means to prioritize: During the first 
week of Garfield’s presidency, a cabinet member informed him of a cabinet 
meeting that had been called for 10 a.m. on Sunday.  Even though the 
meeting was scheduled to deal with a matter of national crisis, the President 
refused on the grounds that he had another appointment. 

    Because the meeting was of national importance, the cabinet member 
insisted that Garfield break his appointment.  Still, he refused.   
    Then the cabinet member remarked, “I'd be interested to know with whom 
you could have an appointment so important that it cannot be broken.” 
    President Garfield replied, “I will be as frank as you are.  My engagement is 
with the Lord, to meet Him at His house, at His table, at 10:30….and I'll be 
there.” 
    President Garfield thus hallowed the Lord’s Day; the crisis passed without 
incident and our nation survived. 
    If you’re able and comfortable health-wise, I’ll see you in church – literally! 

       Pastor Dave 
 

 

NWOA VOLUNTEERS WITH SPECIFIC 
SKILLS NEEDED 

Volunteers with experience, expertise in public relations, 
marketing, social media and printing are being sought 
for the purpose of putting those abilities to work in 
service to Christ's church. The purpose is to form a 
group to conduct preliminary discussions about creating 
opportunities for sharing/networking among NWOA 
churches regarding church outreach. Through this 
effort, it is hoped churches with successful outreach 

activities can share with others, and other churches wanting to do more 
outreach work can learn from those churches that have had success, and from 
the volunteers on this new team. If you, or someone you know, would fit this 
need, please e-mail Pastor Jay Scott at jayscott1981@yahoo.com   
 
SUMMER BIBLE STUDY CONCLUDES – WATCH FOR NEWS FOR FALL 
 
    The Summer Bible Study Series on the Fruits 
of the Spirit concluded on Tuesday, August 24.  
An average of about 15 participants attended 
each week.  Before drawing our study to a close 
there was interest expressed in having another 
Tuesday morning Bible Study this fall.  Watch 
for news! 
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 Concert Invitation from Doug McConnell 
Joan and I are planning to return to Tiffin 
from time to time to visit everyone. One 
of our first opportunities will occur during 
the first weekend in October, as I will be 
involved with two very special concerts 
sponsored by the School of Music and 
Theatre at Heidelberg. You are invited to 
attend these events as you are able!  
Saturday, October 2, 2021, 7 PM, Ohl Concert Hall (Brenneman): Guest 
Artist Recital, The Helios Trio 

Coming to Tiffin from the University of Wyoming, the Helios Trio (John 
Fadial, violin; Beth Vanderborgh, cello, and Chi-Chen Wu, piano,) will 
present a chamber recital of works for piano trio. Included on the 
program will be While I Run This Race, a new composition that I have 
recently composed for this ensemble.  This is a theme and variations 
piece based on the hymn, Guide My Feet, that is in our TNCH 
hymnal.  

Sunday, October 3, 2021, 3 PM, Ohl Concert Hall (Brenneman): 
Faculty/Guest Artist Recital, Doug McConnell, composer.  

My “retirement” recital is about to finally happen! This program 
features compositions that I have created over the last 25 years.  
Members of the current Heidelberg music faculty will perform, in 
addition to colleagues from Texas, Mississippi and Pennsylvania. 
Included on this program will be works for voice, piano, oboe, 
saxophone and….. accordion!  

Appropriate precautions for covid prevention will be observed. Both programs 
are free and open to the public. Please join us if you can; Joan and I would 
love to see you!  

 
Lay School of Religion – Spread the Word – 

New Class Begins 
“Caring Conversations in Christian Ministry” 
Tuesday, September 7th from 6:45 pm – 9:15 pm 
First Class will be in-person at the Association Office 
Remaining 7 classes will be via Zoom. 
See attached brochure to this email & registration at this link 
 https://www.nwoa.org/lay-school-of-religion/ 

September Mission Emphasis: 

  Grace Community Center 
 
         Grace United Church of Christ started 
the Toledo Grace Community Center in 1969 
to be funded by the United Church of Christ 
Toledo area congregations.  Now it is 
incorporated as an independent non-profit 
and part of the Toledo United Way.  Grace 
Community Center is in the Fulton Street 
neighborhood of about 5000 residents with a 
48% poverty rate.  Single families head more 
than r60% of the households with school-age children. 
 
       The Center’s fundamental mission is to enhance community improvement 
through encouraging self-determination by its neighborhood residents and 
providing supportive services for every person.  Adults are served through 
educational and job training programs.  The Center’s summer gardens provide 
fresh vegetables for area residents who either do not have a garden or have 
access to stores with fresh produce. 
  
       During the Covid-19 Pandemic Grace Community Center made the 
decision to keep their doors open in service to their community.  They 
equipped themselves with PPE and increased their vigilance in adopting all 
the safety measures provided by the CDC.  They expanded their food bank 
program hours from 2 to 5 days a week to meet the surge of calls for 
emergency food assistance.  They became a site for children to receive a 
grab-and-go meal 5 days a week.    They quickly responded to calls for help 
from homebound seniors who mostly lived alone or were disabled and in need 
of food and hygiene items.  The Center is able to feed a family of 5 for a week 
with a $21 contribution. 
 
        For many years Our Trinity Mission Committee has supported the Grace 
Community Center.  We are asking you to continue to join us with your 
support of Center of Toledo in its effort to improve the lives of so many needy 
people. 

Laura Johnson, Mission Committee chair 
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Stewardship Campaign 2021 
 

he start-up meeting for the 
Stewardship Campaign is 2 p.m. 
Thursday, Sept. 16. 

A few weeks ago, Pastor Voll’s Sunday 
sermon included a passage from 
Ephesians 3:17  that said  “and that 
Christ may dwell in your hearts through 
faith, as you are being rooted and 
grounded in love.”   HOLD that thought!   You may be hearing more about 
WHAT keeps you “rooted and grounded” in our 2021 Stewardship Campaign.  
Speaking candidly, if I may, we continue to focus on the changes and the 
similarities we (as a congregation) have experienced this past year. In some 
ways we really haven’t outpaced our obstacles, but we are a lot closer to 
tolerating them.   

 We find ourselves more accepting of change as we said good-bye to 
excellence in music by the McConnell’s and we welcomed the new 
musical talents of Blake Depinet and Lynsey Hord as Interim Organist 
and Choir Director.   

 And we deal with the similarities still lurking around with the next 
chapter of COVID.    

 AND as we pray and support our Search Committee will guide us to 
the arrival of a new pastor, we will also say good-bye to Pastor and 
Mrs. Voll.    

The Stewardship committee will meet Thursday, Sept. 16 at 2 p.m.  We will 
choose theme/materials and speakers for this year’s campaign and update the 
Time and Talent Sheet.   We encourage a representative from each of the 
church committees to attend this meeting.  Everyone is welcome to join us at 
that meeting.     

Campaign chair and committee members;  
Dian Ewald, Larry Clausing and Donna Overholt  



Faith Circle resumes 
 
Faith Circle will begin meeting on 10 a,.m. Monday, Sept., 27 in the 
Conference Room. All women of the church are invited for share an hour  of 
scripture, Bible Study, discussion and fellowship. 

Dear Trinity Friends, 
What a kind gesture to be given the lovely flower arrangement in honor of our 
anniversary. Every glance at the cheerful flowers brings thankful thoughts of 
our special church family. We also give heartfelt thanks to Carol and Hank 
Frey for giving of their time to deliver the flowers and especially staying for a 
visit. Thank you. 

Dave and Jeanne Fodor 
To My Church Family, 
Thank you so much to Lewis Miller for sharing the flowers with me on Aug. 15. 
I had such a nice visit with Sue Halen who delivered them! 

Bernie Durer 
To Trinity Church, 
Thank you to the members of Trinity Church for you best wishes for my 91st 
birthday and for the lovely flowers delivered to me by Hank and Carol Frey. 

Joan Groce 
Dear Trinity, 
Thank you so much for thinking of us on our 57th wedding anniversary. The 
bouquet was beautiful and it just happened, the flowers were our wedding 
colors of pink and white. Thanks to Carol Roush for the flower donation and to 
Becky Grammer for the delivery. 

Ron and Phyllis Bosler 
My Dear Friends, 
Thank you for the very beautiful bouquet of flowers delivered to me while in 
rehab. Thank you, too, for your prayers, cards and visits and a special thank 
you to Rev. Voll for his visits. All were much appreciated. 

Jean Semler 
Dear Trinity UCC, 
Thank you for all of the support this year and all years. We held our 53rd house 
dedication on June 23.  
Your donations are truly appreciated. We will be starting our next home in the 
coming weeks. 

Carol Dell, director of Seneca Habitat for Humanity 
Dear Trinity Friends, 
Thank you for thinking of us on our 63rd wedding anniversary. The bouquet 
was beautiful and donated by Bernie Durer and Madelyn Smith. 
A special thanks to Shari and Dick Beidelschies for delivering the pretty red, 
white and blue flowers and for their most welcome visit 

Lowell and Nancy Forbes 
 

T 
 



NEW MASKING REQUIREMENTS 
Seneca County has been moved into the 
High category for Level of Community 
Transmission Rate of the Coronavirus. As 
per the guidelines set forth by our Church 
Council last year, we react to the level as 
decided by Seneca County General 
Health District and therefore will now 
require masks for all indoor activities. 

So effective tomorrow - Sunday, August 22 - and until further notice, 
face masks are required while attending any worship service, meeting, or 
other activity at church, whether you've been vaccinated or not. 

According to the CDC, masks offer protection to the wearer and are 
also meant to protect those around the wearer, in case they are infected with 
the virus that causes COVID-19. Even if you and others (including children) do 
not feel sick and do not have any symptoms, you can still spread COVID-19. 

As always, if you have been exposed to someone with COVID-19, if 
you are sick, or if you have recently tested positive for the virus, please do not 
come to church or be around others. 
 Like you, I'm disappointed that it has come to this.  And in my mind I'm 
saying, "Here we go again!"  But we have proven that as a church family we 
can not only survive but thrive in the midst of adversity and disappointment.  
May God bless us as we love our neighbor and once again "mask up" when at 
Trinity. 
 

RESUMPTION OF CHANCEL CHOIR POSTPONED 
 
    Due to the new mask recommendation 
due to the more highly contagious delta 
variant of the virus, the Chancel Choir will 
not resume fall rehearsals as planned.  
Lynsey Hord, interim choir director, will plan 
other creative ways to use quartets and 
other ensembles during the Traditional Service, much like we’ve done over the 
past year or so.  Our thanks to Lynsey for pivoting effectively right off the bat 
as she assumes her new position. 
 

REGULAR SCHEDULE RESUMES: 
SPIRIT SUNDAY – SEPT.26 

 
    Traditionally Rally Day was held in 
September.  But with changes in church 
programming and the inability due to COVID-
19 to do some of the activities often 
associated with Rally Day at Trinity, we will 
not be observing it in the customary fashion. 
    Instead, we will celebrate SPIRIT SUNDAY 

on September 19.  The intent of this observance is to raise enthusiasm for the 
beginning of a new program year in the church and the re-start of our regular 
Sunday morning schedule. 
    Beginning Sunday, September 19, we will be operating according to the 
following: 
     8:30 a.m. – Contemporary Worship  
   9:30 a.m. – The Brief (Room B) 
 10:30 a.m. – Traditional Worship with Special Music 
    Come, be enthused, and join the SPIRIT as we kick off another great year 
at TUCC! 
 
 
 
 
 
HEARTLAND CONFERENCE UCC ANNUAL GATHERING 

 
    The Annual 
Gathering of the 
Heartland Conference 
UCC will be held Sept. 
24-25 at First 

Community UCC, North Campus, Columbus.  There will be three keynote 
speakers and multiple workshop sessions.  For further information and to             
register, visit HeartlandUCC.org. 
 
 

 

 

 

 



WELCOME NEW INTERIM MUSIC STAFF MEMBERS 
    With the departure from Trinity of Joan and Doug McConnell due to 
retirement, we are blessed to have two individuals stepping in to fill positions 
on our music staff on an interim basis (until a search committee can be formed 
and new, permanent personnel are found). 
    Blake Depinet is our interim organist, having started on August 8.  He is a 
graduate of New Riegel High School, class of 2019.  He is currently in his third 
year at Heidelberg University pursuing a degree in music education.  In 
Blake’s words: “I have only been playing the organ for a short period of time 
but my instructor from Heidelberg, Mrs. McConnell, has set me up for a great 
deal of success!”  Blake has also been playing piano and tuba for a number of 
years.  In fact we can expect that he will use the piano at times during 
worship.  He will also be accompanying the chancel choir.  Blake currently 
resides in New Riegel and says that he is looking forward to this opportunity! 
    Lynsey (Cook) Hord is a 2011 graduate of Heidelberg University with a 
Bachelor’s of Music in Music Education.  She’s starting her 9th year at Mohawk 
Local Schools as their 5-12 Band Director.  She lives in Tiffin with her husband 
Cody and their cat Adagio.  Hiking, adventuring, playing cards and playing in 
pit orchestras are some of her favorite things to do in her spare time!  In 
Lynsey’s words: “I very much enjoy being a church member and a bell choir 
member here at Trinity and am very excited for the opportunity to direct the 
choir!”  
    Welcome, Blake and Lynsey, and thank you for sharing your gifts and 
talents! 
 
 
 
 
 

Want to help Trinity Church through a 
living gift or through your estate? 

 
On September 19, immediately following the Traditional Church Service, there 
will be a short informational session on how you can help Trinity, either 
through a current gift, or through your estate.   Lee Martin and Jon Laux will 
spend a few minutes explaining in simple terms how you can do this.  After a 
brief presentation, there will be time for questions and answers.  Please 
consider attending.  Thanks! 

Dear Friends, 
What a wonderful send-off you gave us on Aug. 1:  a meaningful “service of 
farewell,” a delicious cake reception, beautiful gifts of wind chimes and a 
carved vase, and your most generous gift of a check composed of your love 
offerings.  That was a significant chunk (actually half!) of our moving 
expenses; we are very, very grateful for that! 

Thanks too for your many individual cards and notes; we appreciate 
all the kind words that speak of our friendships and ministry with you.  It was 
wonderful too to have “summer choir” in July and again on the Aug. 1.  We 
loved working with you those last times and hearing you sing again as a 
group.  Worship at Trinity has been so full and rich; we have truly been 
blessed. 

Following our last Sunday with you, we worked hard to finish the 
move.  Woleslagel Moving arrived early Tuesday to load us up; that was a 
long day!!  We finished late afternoon and drove to our new home, staying 
overnight with our friends across the street, Jodi and Jonathan Keith. 
Wednesday morning the trucks arrived to unload, and that crew really worked!  
Our new house is on a hill, so we are grateful for young backs and strong legs 
to carry in all our furniture and boxes.  Our rooms are all arranged, but the 
garage is full of boxes.  Lots of work ahead! 

I’m planning to look for part-time library work, but have nothing to 
report yet.  I will be playing the organ at Good Shepherd Lutheran in Kenwood 
for the four weekends of September, as they are between Music Directors.  
This is the church Doug and I served in the early ‘80s; for the past 40 years 
they have had one of our college classmates as Director of Music.  Small 
world! 

As I write today, we are in New Jersey visiting Doug’s brothers, sister, 
and extended family.  Yesterday we had a full day of celebrating his mother’s 
life.  She died in December, but we deferred this memorial until now.  We had 
a graveside committal of her ashes, with Doug delivering the eulogy and me 
playing my recorder (Renaissance flute) to keep the hymns moving along.  [I 
called it my “single-pipe organ!”]  The day continued with a luncheon at an 
Italian restaurant, then concluded with a baseball game, Phillies v. Reds.  
Granny was a lifelong Phillies fan, so that was appropriate; if only the Phillies 
could have won! 

Elsewhere in this newsletter you can read about Doug’s concerts at 
Heidelberg on October 2-3.  We hope to see some of you then! 

Yours fondly, 
Joan and Doug McConnell  

 



We Need Your Help! 

Saturday, Sept. 25, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
Whole Church Cleaning Day 

Lunch provided 
 
 The Church is our home away from home. It makes sense then that 
we want a clean church to keep the focus on our beautiful surroundings, 
meaningful worship and prayer.  And it conveys a welcoming image for 
visitors. 
 On Sept. 25, there will be a “church-wide” cleaning day throughout 
the church.  Everyone and anyone can be beneficial to this endeavor.  There 
are areas where deep-cleaning and de-clutter need to occur, and we can use 
stronger hands. Some less hands-on projects have been identified also like 
sorting and dusting.  We need all hands! We are all capable to do a little 
something that will make the workload a little lighter that it would otherwise 
be!!  
 We plan on starting at 9 a.m. We will break for a pizza lunch (which 
will be provided) 11:30-12:00.  Then look at our progress to see if other things 
can be accomplished.  We will not stay any longer than 2 p.m.!  Come anytime 
during this time-frame.  If you can’t be here at 9 a.m., come when you can and 
feel free to leave when you need!   

 We will have all the supplies that we need but if you have buckets, 
cleaning rags, or something you think might be helpful please bring it.   

Many hands make light work. It’s a labor of love maintaining our 
church. Great fellowship too while we are accomplishing this important job.     

If you have questions please call Shari and Dick.  419-448-4534. 
 

Blessings,  
Property Committee 

 
 
 
 
“I play the notes as they are written, but it is God who makes the music.” 

—J.S. Bach 

 “Keep some room in your heart for the unimaginable.” 

—Mary Oliver 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Organ Fund 
In memory: 
Dorothy Ohl by Jon and Dian Ewald 
 

General Memorial Fund 
In memory: 
Carolyn Burnside by Bill and Jackie Borger 
Carolyn Burnside by Jeanne Becker 
Carolyn Burnside by Roy and Barbara Zinn 
Carolyn Burnside by Bill and Sue Schultz 
Carolyn Burnside by Hank and Carol Frey 
 

TWT 
In memory: 
Dorothy Shuff by Jeanne Becker 
 
 
 
 

 

 


