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It’s hard to believe, but this is already my last 
Trinity Calling article.   Time flies!   Things 
change faster than our ability to get used to 
what is new.   So, for many of you, after a 
few months, I will be that guy, “What was his name?  You know the one that 
filled in after Pastor Voss, and before Pastor Snitker came!”   It has been a joy 
to meet so many new Christian sojourners, and a deep satisfaction to renew 
friendship with so many I have crossed paths with before.   For all too many 
Trinity families, my time here will have been when a family member died.   I 
am certain that you can be proud of the pastoral outreach Trinity provided to 
these families.   The value of the ministry of comfort which the church provides 
at these times cannot be overestimated.   It has been a deep joy getting to 
know so many of you in this way.    

It has been very satisfying planning and executing the many functions of the 
church.   You have a church family with great committees, with lots of 
resources, and strong leadership. 

One of the things that continues to feed me personally, spiritually, and 
motivates me as a pastor and supply preacher, is scripture study.   I have the 
greatest job in the world, to get paid for what I would do anyway, study, read 
about, and reflect on the scriptures.   And preaching forces me to go beyond 
random personal thoughts, to trying to formulate a word worthy of God.   
Sometimes the message is comfort but it can be a challenge for the church 
too.   We tell the great story of Jesus’ life, teachings, death, and resurrection.   
We are the keepers of this powerful story!  We have worshipped our way from 
the visitation of the Magi on Epiphany, through Jesus’ baptism, temptation, to 
reminders of our mortality in ashes, and the season of reflection, repentance 
in Lent.   And we will celebrate the cosmic joy of Easter on April 17.   I hope 
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that you have caught glimpses of the rich spiritual food of the scriptures 
though my efforts at preaching and teaching among you. 

My life has been enriched by brief and occasional deep conversations about 
sermons.   We have shared our lives as we eat together.   And it was delightful 
to worship with Pat, Gerald, Sue, and Debbie, the praise band, to meet with 
the members of The Brief, and then to hear Blake Depinet playing your 
wonderful pipe organ, and how about those bells!   This is to say nothing of 
the wonderful way that the Worship and Music Committee and the Arts 
Committee enriches your church. 

But life changes fast, and beginning on Sunday, May 8, Pastor Karsten Snitker 
and his wife Katie will be among you.   I will continue to pray for your ministry 
together.   Hopefully, you will have a long relationship as you seek to follow 
your path “living and sharing God’s compassion, justice, and peace in all the 
world”.   Bless you! 

Pastor Mark Bishop 

 

 

 

TSCCC News 

With spring time approaching, the child care center is 
enjoying many seasonal activities.  The classrooms are 
exploring themes such as St. Patricks Day, Rainbows, 
Weather and Spring time animals.  In the upcoming 
weeks our teachers will be working hard on parent 
teacher conferences.  Parent teacher conferences are 
held twice a year as part of our Step Up to Quality and 

Curriculum requirements.  Conferences are always a great time for our 
teachers to build strong relationships with our parents as they set goals and 
talk about their Child's success in our program.   
 
The administration team has been capitalizing on upcoming grants to improve 
the facility and quality of the program.  We are very excited to continue to work 
on this project and can't wait to share more information as it comes along.  

Thank you 
Tiffin Seneca Child Care Center Staff 

Color Our World: 
The Liturgical Seasons of Color 

 
 We have been traveling on our journey though Lent during the last 
couple of weeks.  As we enter the month of April we look forward to the 
anticipation of Holy Week, starting with Palm Sunday and ending up with our 
Christian celebration of Easter.  It is during this time we will see a number of 
different liturgical colors that will represent specific meanings and/or feelings.   
 
This year Palm Sunday falls on April 10.  This is the start 
of Holy Week and here we will all follow the footsteps of 
Jesus from his entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, to 
his last supper with his disciples on Maundy Thursday, 
to his death on the cross on Good Friday.  On Easter 
Sunday, April 17, we will find, as the women who had 
come to the tomb, that Jesus has been raised from the dead.   
  
 Our liturgical colors will change from purple to red on Palm Sunday.  
Red, the color of blood and therefore of martyrs, is the traditional color for 

Palm or Passion Sunday and the next three days of 
Holy Week.  The next color change we will notice is 
going from red to white on Maundy Thursday.  The 
white symbolizes all of us rejoicing in the sacrament of 
the Lord’s Supper.   At the end of our celebration the 
mood will change dramatically when all the decorations 

are removed from the altar and it is stripped bare.  It will then be draped with a 
black cloth.  The black cloth symbolizing the death of a loved one, which is 
Christ our Lord and Savior.  
 
 On April 17, we will celebrate Easter with 
white being the liturgical color of the Easter Season.  
White symbolizes the resurrection of Christ along with 
symbolizing the brightness of day, purity, glory and 
joy.  The Easter Season will continue through to 
Pentecost.  So check back to see where our journey 
takes us when we celebrate Pentecost in June. 
 

Becky Grammer,  Altar Guild Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 
Dear Trinity, 
Thank you so much for the poinsettias delivered to us by Shari Beidelschies 
and Carol Roush the end of December.  We enjoyed a wonderful visit with 
Carol and Shari.  A happy, healthy and safe New Year to all of you. 
Also thank you for sharing the altar flowers of lovely mums and carnations with 
us on January 9 given by James and Linda Talbot-Koehl.   

Laura and Dan Johnson 
Dear Trinity, 
I want to thank Al and Marsha Bilger for such lovely flowers delivered to me by 
Shari Beidelschies. It certainly brighten my day and we had a good visit too. 

Jeanne Becker 
Dear Friends, 
Thank you for your generous gift to the CWS Blankets program. Your 
contribution provides warmth, and comfort to neighbors near and far. It wraps 
refugees in warmth as they arrive in the United States to build a new future. 

Rick Santon, president and CEO Church World Services 
Dear Trinity United Church of Christ, 
Thank you for recent donation to the children and families of Crossroad 
through the Northwest Ohio Association! We appreciate you! 

Kyle 
Dear Trinity, 
On behalf of Grace Community Center's Board of Trustees, staff and 
volunteers, thank you for your gift. We appreciated the continued support that 
you have given to us over the years. 

Elaine Page, executive director of Grace Community Center 
Dear Friends, 
Thank you for being a lifeline to your neighbors in need through the Salvation 
Army in 2021. Your generosity enabled the Salvation Army to offer each 
person vital material and spiritual help, underpinned by God's love. 

Julie Budden, divisional director of development 
 Dear Trinity Friends, 
Thank you to Al and Marsha Bilger for the beautiful flower bouquet delivered 
by Shari Beisdelschies. 

Jim Harmon 

“BLESS THIS NEST” 

    Today it was 70˚! Made me want to 
go outside just to sweep a stray leaf off 
of the porch and enjoy the warmth.  I 
certainly had other things I was 
supposed to doing!  Speaking of that…. 
     Do you like to volunteer? Like any 
organization, our church depends on volunteers to get things done.   It occurs 
to me that there is no better feeling than when you get together and work for 
the greater good! Many hands make light work, right? And for bigger projects, 
we always eat!! 
     Speaking of volunteers, if you are reading this it’s because it is in 
the newsletter, so if you see Linda Brookes be sure and thank her for 
organizing the crew to assemble the newsletter and see that it gets to the post 
office every month! This is more behind the scenes work and very important!   
The newsletter keeps us all informed each month of Trinity happenings! 
Thanks Linda! 
     Remember the time and talent sheet distributed during stewardship time? If 
you are not currently on any committees, the time and talent form will explain 
what they are all about and how you can help.  Just ask Joan for a copy and 
return it to her when you’re ready.  All the committees would welcome new 
voices and ideas!  
     Here’s a few things coming up that you can look for a chance to volunteer 
or participate: 
● Fellowship Hour Hosts (will be starting soon!) Sign up to be Greeters! 
● Fellowship Groups: a) Lunch Bunch meets first Thursday of every month at 
Fort Ball Pizza at noon. Every one welcome!  b) 2nd Tuesday Lunch Group. 
They meet on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 11:30 am. It is at a different 
location every month so be sure and get your email address to the office so a 
reminder and location can be sent to you!  
●Coming Up! A spring workday is in the process of being planned.  General 
yardwork will keep the outside of the church as beautiful. as the inside! 
Although some projects will be on the inside of the church, too! All hands 
are welcome! Keep you posted!! 
Colossions 3:17: “And everything, whatever you do in word or deed, do all 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by Him.” 

Blessings,  

Shari Beidelschies 

 

 



Council News 

Church Council met after Lenten Services on March 9, 2022. 

Committee Reports were shared – 

● Christian Education has information about 
Temple Hills Camp. The Camps available 
and dates.  
● Church and Ministry discussed the dates 
of farewell reception for Pastor Mark and 
Welcome for Pastor Karsten.  Also 
discussed resuming coffee hour.  Working with Worship and Music with plans.  
● Mission reported One Great Hour of Sharing is the March Mission focus.  
April is the Seneca Council on Homelessness. 
● Worship and Music has all music programs including bells practicing and 
performing; Arts group again decorating for Easter and Lent.  
● Pastor Mark reported he has finally had time to visit his home bound and 
shut-ins as there were no funerals lately. Please keep Jane Wickham in your 
prayers as she is in the Willows recuperating and their children are staying 
with Bill during the evenings.   
● A search for delegates for the upcoming NWO ZOOM meeting: Dan 
Johnson and Dian Ewald will serve as the voting delegates and be  

Council Secretary Shari Beidelschies 

 

Aid for Ukraine 
 
The Trinity Mission Committee has 
established a special fund for helping 
the brave Ukrainian people.   Your 
contributions will be passed through 
the Northwest Ohio Association to 
aid all areas of Ukraine as well as 
refugees, unless you clearly mark 
your contribution to the 
S.A.R.A. local ministry area.   The 
mission committee is working on 
how, and where we might help resettle or even sponsor refugee families in 
Ohio.   More on that as we know more 

Mission Emphasis for April 2022 

Trinity members are being asked to assist in the 
development of the new Transformation Life 
Center (homeless shelter) in Tiffin. The Seneca 
County Council on Homelessness is sponsoring 
this new center at 433 W. Market St. This 
center will be for short-term stays which are 
currently not available in Tiffin. This is different 
than the Morrison House which is for those 
needing longer or transitional stays. The plans 

are for four bedrooms and the shelter will sleep nine individuals. They hope to 
later add an addition to the center so they can accommodate more overnight 
guests. Grants from the National Machinery Foundation and the First 
Presbyterian Church made possible the purchase of the new property. Clouse 
Construction is serving as the project manager while Sentinel students are 
helping with the refurbishing of the property- demolishing walls, drywalling, 
and adding bathrooms. 

They are now in the process of painting bedrooms and furnishing them for 
occupancy. A director will supervise the Center. Our Mission Committee is 
following the progress of the project and may be requesting your assistance in 
preparing the Center for use. This is a wonderful opportunity for our church to 
become part of a much-needed facility for the homeless who live in our 
community but are often unnoticed residents who sleep in cars or on family 
members’ porches. 

Note the enclosed envelope in Trinity Calling for your use or write a check to 
Trinity UCC listing ‘homeless shelter’ on the memo line. 



Funny gems collected by real-life pastors: 

“Is it okay to lie if I ask for forgiveness in advance?”  

(during the offertory) “Pastor, do you have change for a twenty?” 

“Pastor, will you pray for my son? He’s wild and out of control.” (Pastor: “Sure, 
what’s his name?”) “Maverick.”  

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music Fund 
Nancy Laux by Norman and Kathleen Rose 
Nancy Laux by Roy and Barbara Zinn 
Nancy Laux by Lewis Miller 
Joan Gray by Susan Melter 
Martha Forrest by Kathryn Adams 
Eloise Wilking by Bill and Jackie Borgen 
Nancy Laux by Bill and Jackie Borgen 
Yvonne Miller by Jon and Dian Ewald 
Martha Forrest by Roy and Barbara Zinn 
 

General Fund 
Eloise Wilking by Shari and Dick Beidelschies 
Joan Gray by Bill and Jackie Borgen 
Marilyn Wilson by Bill and Jackie Borgen 
Virginia Wise by Bill and Jackie Borgen 
 

Organ Fund 
Marilyn Wilson by Martha Forrest 
Joan Gray by Martha Forrest 
Martha Forrest by Lewis Miller 
 

Praise Band Fund 
Nancy Laux by Bill and Jackie Borgen 
 

S.A.R. A. (Ukraine Relief) 
Nancy Laux by Larry Clausing 
Martha Forrest by Larry Clausing 
Yvonne Miller by Larry Clausing 

 
 

 



 

 


